— 9 — 


— * 115 | 7 * W 4 hates bt, » * * MS Y * 1 9 * * T * 5 =. "Oy . K = 
| a TY r + 
| | ; : | | Sy EG 8 
. o q = * 
— A 


: 8 ee 


i OY 


L E T T E R 


Addref'd to 


Every] honeſt M an in n Bri lain; 


AND 


Moſt feſpectfully ſubmitted to the Serious | 
and Patriotal Peruſal of the MrxisrRv. 


Demonſtrating, 


That not only the Honour, the Intereſt, bat even 

the PRESERVATION: of Great Britain, abſo- 

| lutely calls for a Speedy and Vigorous War 

with Spain, if Britain cannot, by amicable 
Means, and without any farther Delay, obtain 
ample Satisfaction for the Damages ſhe has 

already received from the 8 and full 
Security for her Trade for the, Future. . 


To which is added, 


A Pos TSCRIPT, „ relating to the preſent precarious Snation 
of the Affairs of France, and conſequently the moral 
Improbability of her daring to Cy * in F „ 


vour of the Spaniard, 
hd The Whole interſperſed | 41 
| With proper Rx MAAE s on a Pamphlet lately publiſhed . 7 
for the Service of the Frenz —— thi ber 5 1 

of See, Britain. 15 . X in 
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PREFACE 
T would be an Affront, as well as In- 
juſtice to our Miniſters, to imagine 1 
have any Way offended them by publiſhing 
the following Sheets: On the contrary, as 
they have ſhewn a ſenſible Concern for the 
Sufferings of their Fellow Subjects, and the 
| Diſhonour done to their Royal Maſter by 
the Court of Spain, I rather hope I have 
obliged them, by offering the Means for 
chaſtiſing the Spaniards, and 'procuring 
Satisfaction for Britain; to both which Ar- 
ticles they ſeem ſo well inclined. 
I have faid nothing of Letters of Mark © 
and Repriſal, becauſe I am perſuaded, by a 
| Multitude of Reaſons, that inſtead of anſwer- 
ing the View which Britons ought now to 
Propoſe to themſelves, all Appearances of 
Advantage in a War being in their Favour, 
dcour Weſt-India Merchants would only be 
ſaddled with fruitleſs Expences, to add to 
their former Loſſes, and our Merchants trad. 
ing directly to Spain, be look'd upon with 


4 


iv 
as evil an Eye in that Country, as if there 
was an actual and general War declared be- 


r e 


tween the two Crowns: For theſe Reaſons, 


and many more, which I could mention, 


I have declined propoſing any ſuch Letters; 
nor can I believe that ſhould our Merchants, 
through Deſpair of other Relief, defire them, 

our Miniſters would be fo diſingenuous 


and in human as to grant thgir Requeſt: * 
We muſt have either a War, or a more in- 


2 


telligible Peace with Spain, without any ſe- 
cret Articles whatever. Here it may not be 
improper to put the Miniſtry in Mind, that 
before Queen ANNA proclaimed War, = -* 
_ Conſequence of the Grand Alliance form'd 
by King William, her Majeſty was offer'd 
ſeveral advantageous and honourable Con- 
| ditions for herſelf and her Subjects, particu- 
larly a Free Trade to the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, 
boch by Laws XIV. and Philip V: But the 
refuſed every Thing, and had not one ſolid 
Realon in the World for it, but the Ar- 
FRONT put upon her and Britain by Louis's 
cauſing the Chevalier at St. Germain en laye 
tobe proclaim'd King of England, &c. ſix 
Months before the Death of our IMMTORTAL 
DeLIivERER ; which, impartially ſpeaking, 
was no more than the Effect of his Reſent- 


menis againſt King William, for forming 


and concluding the Grand Alliance 2gainſt £ 


him 


| 
| 
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un in the Life-Time of King James II. and 


which Louis offered to retract. Had the 


Queen accepted the Offers of France and 
Spain at that Time, for which every Rea- 
ſon could be urged that has been fince given 


for our late Neutrality, and even with 
more Juſtice, ſhe would have faved 


England 120 Millions Sterling, and brought 


as much more into the Nation by thoſe Of- 


fers. But Her Majeſty, no doubt, acted 


by the Advice of her Miniſters, and they 
were as undoubtedly miſtaken in their Ad- 
vice, in Regard to the Intereſt of England, 


which I leave to the Reflection of every Rea- 
der: So that we are a Stand which to 


moſt; thoſe Miniſters that made the War, or 


thoſe that made the Peace. This Caſe I could- | 
demonſtrate to be diametrically oppoſite to 
that of our preſent Miniſters ; but there's no 
Neceſſity of doing fo, becauſe they ſee it 
themſelves, and I don't doubt but that they = 
will conſider, that Power is not given them 
merely for their own Profit, but for the 


Service of their Country, which i is Hill in 
a Condition, notwithſtanding all the Tricks 


mow have been play'd with her, and has now | 
a proper Opportunity, to revenge the Wrongs 
ſhe has received from Philip, and force him 
to do her Juſtice, I have alſo been filent in 

a Rogues to our Eaſl. Taue Company, becauſe 


I think 


Fd 
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I think her in no manner of Danger in Caſs 
of a War wich Spain. And as the following | 
Sheets are the Production of a few Hours, 
ſnatched from other Buſineſs, between laſt 
Medneſday in the Evening, and the following 
Saturday Morning, I muſt own they want 
ſome of that Correctneſs and finiſhing 
Touches which the Publick might poſſibly 
have found in them, had J had more Time, 
and the Subject not been handled by others 


before me; but ſuch as they are, the meaneſt 


Capacity will find them intelligible, both as 
to Stile, Method, and Plainneſs, and I hope 
Solidity of Argument; for as I was addreſſing 
myſelf to every honeſt Man in Britain, 1 
conſider'd I might have a great many Rea- 
ders of Merit and Value, whoſe Learning 
never went beyond getting through a News. 
Paper, and govern'd myſelf accordingly * 
Nor indeed did the Subject want the Afﬀiſ- 
tancè of either Rhetorick or Logick to move 
our Compaſſion, or raiſe our Reſentment. My 
only View has been to contribute my Mite 
among greater Offerings; and as this Letter 


is difintereſtedly deſigned for the Service of 


the Publick, I hope the Publick will can- 
didly overlook | its 8 


| xy T. 


L E T 1 E R 


Addreld to 


Every! honeſt Man in | Brivain 


AMOTWITHSTANDING the Au- 
thors of ſeveral Pamphlets 
lately publiſhed, as well as 
thoſe of weekly and daily 
Papers, have exerted their 
Talents and Publieck Spirit, | 


in Behalf of our plunder'd Merchants; fo in- = 
exhauſtible a Subject as that of the 8p ANIHM 
DEPREDATIONS, Will always leave Field 


B enough 


"4 
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enough for 2 Friend to Britain, and her 


Trade, to glean in after them. As ſuch, I 
will, without further Ceremony, venture to 


defy all the Poſſe of Spaniſo Advocates to- 
gether, to produce any one Period of Time, 


ſince the Norman Invaſion, in which Eng- 


land was ſo affronted and inſulted, and * 


liſhmen ſo vilely robb'd, fo inbumanly a 


buſed by any ſingle Nation upon Earth, as 


we have been theſe many Years paſt by the 


Spaniards, The Recourſe our Merchants 
have had to the Legiſlature, for obtaining 

Relief and Protection from ſuch intolerable, 

ſuch unprecedented Grievances and Inſults, 


has now fixed the Attention of all Europe 


to the Iſſue; and indeed upon the Iſſue 

depends our All: According to it we muſt 
riſe or fink in the Eſteem of Mankind: The 

Succeſs therefore of our Merchants will deter- 


mine either our Glory or our Infamy, either 


our Happineſs or our Miſery; there is no Me- 
dium: Great and important then is the Stake; 
the Cauſe of our Merchants is now become 
the common Cauſe of our Country; a Cauſe 
oOf the greateſt Conſequence, in its Nature and 
Circumſtances, that ever appeared before 
any of our Parliaments. For theſe Reaſons, 
Sir, I ſhall take Notice of a Pamphlet nor- 
rouling i in the Publick, which, to me, ſeems 
exprelly calculated, had the Author been 


furniſhed | 


1 — . 


[ 3] 
furniſhed with Abilities ſuitable to his! * 


tention, to intail Diſgrace, Want, and Sla- 


very upon Britons, and to give Victory and 
Triumph to the Shaniardi. 

The hopeſul Piece J mean, is intitled, 
*© Common SENSE: Its Nature and Uſe 
* With the Manner of bringing all diſput- 


© able Caſes in Common Life, to a Trial and 
Final Determinatiog by it. Applied to 


* the SPANISH AFFAIR.” This, Sir, is the 
Title of a Piece, deſigned, as I have juſt 
ſaid in other Words, to put Chains on our 


Nobility and Gentry, Canvas Frocks and 
| Wooden Shoes on the People of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland; of a Piece, whoſe Final 

Determination, if we follow the worthy 


Author's Advice. is intended for our Final 


Deſtruction : But it is ſupprizing, that a 
Man Who eſtabliſhes Common Senſe as a 
| Criterion by which to try all diſputable 
Caſes in common Life, ſhould fin fo cgre= 
giouſly againſt it in his Title Page, as to 
call the Spamſh Depredations, the, SPANISH | 
ArAIR. Depredations, it ſeems, was a 
Word which the Author did not care to 
- meddle with; he thought it would ſound 


harſh in the Ears he was endeavouring to 


ttickle and deceive: But I muſt take leave 
to tell him, that the Spaniſh Depredations 


are become Bari! AFFAIR : For, when 5 
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a Man has received a Box on the Ear, or a Kick 


on the B 


h, it is no longer the A 


fair of the inſolent Giver, but ½%½ facto 


becomes the Arr AIK of the injured Re- 
cerver to RESENT it. This I take to be our 


| Caſe at preſent ; the Spaniards bave been 


long enough boxing and kicking us about in 
America; and, if there is any Truth in the 


old Proverb: that if Man does not wear 


a Lyon's Shin, every Aſs will piſs upon him; 


much more ought Miniſters to wear Lyons 
Skins, if they have no Mind to fee their 
| Country kick'd and buffetted, and trampled 
into Contempt, by even the moſt contempt- 
able of her Neighbours. - 
But before J make any further Remarks 

on the Piece in Queſtion, I muſt take No- 


rice of the Candour and Impartiality of our 


Repreſentatives, with Regard to Spain, after 
all the Damage we have received from her. 


The whole Load of Proof of the Injuries 


complain'd of, and now fo juſtly, ſo una- 
nimoufly reſented by the Britiſh Nation, 
has Hicherto lain on the Shoulders of our 
Merchants, who have been ſeveral Times 
examined befare the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons, to make our their Allezations, 
which they have done with univerſal Ap- 


probation ; but, with all humble and due Sub- 


miſſion to the Wiſdam and Equity of the 
— Le. 


coat 
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Legiſlature, ever jealous and careful of the 


Honour of Britain, I am of Opinion, that a 


great deal of Proof now naturally lies, and 
ought to lie, at the Door of the Spaniards. As for 


Example, Sir : The Spaniards have for a long 
Series of Vears continued taking our Ships; 
b my inſolently own, and pretend to jaſtify 


: They hold chained, and almoſt famiſh- 


80 in their Dungeons, a great Number of 
unfortunate Britons, whoſe Cries and Sup- 
plications pierce our Ears for Relief, and 
whoſe Miſery, through the Barbarity and 
Inſolepce of their inhuman Goalers, ought 
to move our Hearts to Compaſſion, and 


rouze us up to revenge our Countrymen's 


Wrongs, and our Country's SHAame, if 
there is any Courage, any Senſe of Honour 
or publick Spirit, any Remembrance of the 
Glory of our Anceſtors left in England, 
Scotland, and Ireland; for we have all been 
injured and abuſed, more or leſs, by Spain: 
The Capture of our Ships, and the Impri- 
ſonment of our Fellow Subjects, being then 
confeſſed by the Spamards themſelves, it is 
incumbent on the Court of Madrid to prove, 
by the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two 
Crowns, that all the Ships taken from us 
were on an illicit Trade; that, by the ſame 
_ Treaties, there is ſuch a T hing as an illicit 


Trade 1 in America, and in what reſpect it is; 
for 


[6] 


for this is an Article we ought to diſpute with 


them; and that we have no Manner of 


Right. to the Bays of Honduras and Cam- 
_ pechy: All this, I fay, the Court of Ma- 

drid, to ſhew that ſhe has not really been 
the Aggreſſor, and does not thirſt after War, 
is obliged to prove by her Ambaſſador here 
in London, in order to juſtify her Proceed- 
ings; and when ſhe has done fo, it will then 


be incumbent upon us to make her a Re- 
paration of Honour, for the Noiſe we have 
made againſt her, and the Injuſtice with 
which we have charged her. But if ſhe either 
refuſes, or cannot make theſe Proofs, is ſhe 
not accountable to the laſt Farthing for All 
the Ships and Effects (he has taken from 


Great Britain? To compare ſmall Things 


with great, for which I have the Authority 
of Homer himſelf: If a Farmer kills my 
Dag, does not the Proof naturally lye upon 

him, that my Dog was worrying his Sheep? 
If he pounds my Cattle, muſt he not ſhew 
that they were committing a Treſpaſs on 
bis Ground? As then Spain has a Multitude 
of our unfortunate Countrymen in her 
Chains; muſt ſhe not give us concluſive Rea- 
ſons why ſhe holds them ſo, and uſes them 
worſe than her Galley-Slaves? If ſhe can't 
ſhew Reaſons, a ſimple Reſtitution of Ef- 
| fects is not all we are then to contend for ; 


« 


1.71 
Loſs of Time, Reparation of Honour to our 
Country, and Satisfaction for bodily Suffer- 
ings, mult all be thrown into the Scale, if we 
intend to acquit ourſelves like Britons. I am 


therefore aſtoniſhed, Sir, at this Advocate 


for Spain againſt his Country, to ſee him 
fly ſo directly in the Face of Common Senſe, 


which he himſelf eſtabliſhes as a Judge of 
the Neceſſity and Juſtice of our Complaints 
againſt the Spaniards. 

Io ſhew that there has been no Tame- 
neſs, no Puſilanimity in our long Forbear- 
ance with Spain, for the Numberleſs Inju- 

ries we have received at her Hands, the 
Author before me tells us of our * F leet in 

the Tagus, under the Command of Sir Fobn 


Norris; but, notwithſtanding atthis Arti- 


fice, and his Sophiſtry, he might, without 

: doing any Prejudice to his Deſign of lead- 
ing us into a longer Forbearance, have left 

that Argument untouch'd : Nay, it makes 


ſtrongly againſt him. We don'tin the leaſt 


doubt the Martial Spirit of our Sovereign, 
Nor do we queſtion the Courage and Hone- N 
ſty of out Miniſters; Men without a large 
Stock of Reſolu on could never have with- 
ſtood a welve Years Oppoſition, from ſome 
of the greateſt Men of the Age: From 


* page . q: 


hence 


: 
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hence ariſe our Hopes of Satisfaction and 


future Securiry, If then we had a Fleet to 
fave the Portugueſe, can we want one to 


| fave the Britiſhßh Nation? Were our Effects in 


Portugal of greater Conſequence and Va- 
lue, than all our Colonies and Plantations 


in America, which, I am afraid, will ei- 


ther all decay, or elle, through dire Neceſ- 


ſity, throw themſelves under other Pro- 


tection, if we don't protect our Trade 


with them? © The Britiſb Fleet, ſays he, 
« ſail'd, Portugal was ſaved, and all the 
fine Schemes of the Spaniſh Court baf- 
© fled.” Beit fo, I take him at his Word; 
he has proved that the Britiſo Fleet ſtruck 
a Terror into the Spauiſb Court, and does he 
imagine that it would not carry as great, 
and even a much greater Terror with it, 
when employ'd in Defence of the Trade, 
the Honour, the Liberty of Britons, than 


when it was ſent out to preſerve the Portu- 
gueſe, and hinder the Spaniards from ad- 
vancing to the Gates of Lisbon? When 


Men fight for their Country, they go much 


more briskly to Work, than when they are 


” f ghting the Battle for Strangers. Were 1 
dupoſed to make a farther Scrutiny into this 
Gentleman's Argument, I believe I could 
demonſtrate it to be the moſt oppoſite to his 
Purpoſe that he could effi- have pitch d 


upon. After 


— HI 
After all his Hotch-Potch about our 
Fleet, Sir John Norris, the Spamards, 
the Portugueſe, the Tagus and Lisbon, &c. 
he entertains us with a long-winded Dif- 
ſertation on the {Vature of Common Senſe; 
which may equally ſerve in a Diſpute be- 
tween the Sophy and the Great Mogul, or 
between any other two Powers upon Earth: 
But the * Sentence of COMMON SENSE, on 
the Spaniſh Affair, ſtolen from his own 
Daily Gazetteer of the 21ſt of Nov. 1737, 
is really worth Notice, for which Reaſon I 
4 ſhall repeat it verbatim, with a Remark on 
|| , each Period of it. f. It is right, fays this 
learned and juſt Sentence, to take Care of 
the South-Sea Company's Effects, and of the 
general Trade to Spain, as well as that of 
the Weſt-India Merchants. It 1s certainly 
very right to take care of the South-Sea 
Company's Effects, and of the general 
Trade to Spain, ſuch as it is; and I hope 
| we ſhall always do ſo. But muſt we, for 
the Sake of thoſe two Articles, ſuffer our 
|  Weſt-Tndia Merchants to be daily plunder- 
ee, and the Britiſb Nation daily inſulted? 
| We can do much better without the South- 
> Sea Company, than without our Weſt-India 
Merchants: And the only Way to take care 


SE I 4 Page 6 and 8 
= 3 of 


[wo] 

of the Company's Effects, and the Part that 
the French have not yet taken from us of 
the general Trade to Shain, is to convince | 
the Spaniards that we are in Earneſt, that 
we are reſolved to have Satisfaction for the 
Damage they have done us, and that we are 
determined not to ſuffer the leaſt Inſult, In- 
Jury, or Affront, for the future, from any 
Quarter whatever: If we don't do this, the 
South-Sea Company's Effects, and the ge- 
neral Trade to Spain, will fall of Courſe. 
That ingenious Gentleman Mr. Bennet, 
whom 1 look upon it to be my Misfortune 

to have no other Knowledge of, than by 


| thoſe excellent and uſeful Pieces with which 


he has obliged his Country, ſays, Page 49 
and 50, of the Letters, and ſeveral Calcula- 


tions on the Sugar Colonies and Trade, 


which he has lately publiſhed, and dedicat- 
ed to the Right Honourable Sir Robert Mal- 
pole, and the Right Honourable Sir John 
Barnard; That the Annual Produce, as 
he took it from the Repreſentation of the 
Lords Commiſſioners for Trade, to the 
Right Honourable the Houſe of Lords in 
Feb. 1734-5, of our Sugar Colonies, ex- 
_ clufive ot our Colonies on the Continent, "=P 
' mounts to 1,928,309 J. Sterling; to which 
he adde, That thoſe Colonies have produced 
to England, ſince the Reſtoration, one Hun- 


dred. - 


= Colonies on the Continent, nor our et. 


8 duſtrious and labouring Part of the Nation, 


„ | 
dred and fovrteen Millions of Pounds 
Sterling, to help to enrich this Kingdom, 
make good our Balance in Trade with other 
Countries, and ſupport us under the vaſt 
Weight of our Wars, Debts, and Expences. 
Mr. Bennet ſays further, in Page 54 of the 
ſame Piece, that the Value of che Tranſac- 
tions in this Circle of Trade, may be com- 
puted at 5,220,000 J. Sterling, a Year, 
which muſtemploya great many Ships, and 

ſubſiſt a vaſt Number of Sailors, Merchants, 
Factors, Tradeſmen, Manufacturers, and 

People of all Profeſſions and Denomina- 
tions. Will chen any Man, after this, pre- 
tend to put the Soui h- Sea Company! in a Ba- 
lance with our Weſt-India Merchants, as to 
Utility to Great-Britain, or Right to Pro- 
tection? What the South-Sea Company has 
done, does, or may do, I will not ſay; but 
this I know: that neither ourSugarlflands, nor 


India Merchants, prey upon the Vitals of e 


Publick. Our Merchants, of all Denomina- 
tions, enrich their Country by Trade; inſtead 
of ſubſiſting themſelves by Intereſt of Money 
from the Government, which muſt be raiſ- 
ed from the Sweat of the Brows of the in- 


to the + great Diſcouragement of her Trade, . 
ä and 


| [ 12 1 
and the viſible Advantage of her Rivals in 


Commerce, eſpecially the French, 


2, It is proper, (continues Mr. Sentence, 
before any Thing is done which may put a Stop 
70 the whole Spaniſh Trade, as well as em- 


barraſs the Turkey and other Mediterranean 


Trades, diligently to conſider the Conſequences. 


Bleſs us! is this Common Senſe ? What a 


Cloud of Duſt this Spaniſh Mercenary raiſes, 


merely to blind us! How many Centuries 
would he have us take to conſider the Conſe- 
quences of doing ourſclves Juſtice, and pro- 
tecting our Weſt-India Trade? Have we not 
ſpent Years after Years in conſidering? Do 
we not ſee the fatal Effects of our Patience, 


in the viſible Decay of our Trade, the Im. 


prifonment of our 'Seamen, and the daily 
growing, and no longer to be bore with, In- 
folence of the Spaniards? Whata Jargon is 


here about the whole Spaniſh, the Turkey, 


and other Mediterranean Trades! Does 


conſider that thoſe: Trades will hardly b 


worth a Button to us in a few Years, if we 
_ ſuffer the French to keep Poſſeſſion of Cor-. 
fica, and get our Wooll too? But let us ſet 
Corſica out of the Caſe. Is it not much more 
eligible, much more becoming the Name of 
Britons, to riſk. all thoſe Trades, and more 
60% if neceſtary, than ſuffer ourſelves 
to be inſulted, and gradually drove out of the 
Empire 


[ 13 ] 


Empire of the Main? Can any Loſs be 


equal to that? And can we, after ſuch a 
Loſs, pretend to preſerve any Sort of Trade 
at all, or any Rights either Civil or Reli- 
us? 
3. That the Power (ſays Sentence again) 
of the Britiſh Nation has been exerted in the 
Year 1718, againſt the Spaniſh, ut Mun 


MORE JUSTIFIABLY $0 in the Year + 3. 1, 


and 1730, in the Portugal Aﬀair. Here, 


Fir, if I am not raſtaken, is a very barba- 
rous and unjuſt Reflection, on the Memory 
of that glorious Prince, our late Sovereign 
King George I. and his then Miniſters. In 
the Year 1718, his Majeſty did no more 
than what he, in his Royal Wiſdom, thought 
himſelf obliged to, let the Conſequences be 
what they would; he performed his En- 
gagements with the Emperor, who, in Vi- 
olation of the moſt ſolemn Treaties, to the 
great Scandal of Religion, and the Surpriſe 

of all Europe, was moſt unchriſtianly at- 


tacked by the Catholick Court, at a Time 


when he was engaged in a moſt bloody and 


expenſive War with the Turks. That great 


and good Man, as well as faithful and able 
Miniſter, the late Earl Stanhope, whoſe 
1 Memory will always be revered by every 
honeſt Engliſhman, laboured all that lay in 


by Power, to bring the Spaniſh Court to 
Terms : 


[14] 
Terms of Moderation, and even took a 
Journey to Madrid for that End; but al | 
his Pains and friendly Rhetorick proved 
no Effect with the ſtubborn Cardinal Albe- 
roni, who thought himſelf ſure of his Game. 
What then contd his late Majeſty, or his 
Miniſters do, but act as they did, after the 
inſolent Denial given them by Spain | By 
this Stroke, I am convinced that the Author 
of the Sentence. 16N0 miniſterial Writer; nor 
do I believe him to be a faithful Subject to 
his preſent Majeſty : For he that can, in any 
Manner, dart an Odium at the Memory of 
the F ather, can hardly, in my Opinion, be 
a true Friend to the Glory or Intereſt of the 
en. But let us go on with hin. 

4. That it is right, before we take another 
: Military Satisfaction, to be able to prove to 
5 whole World, the indiſpenſible Neceſſity of 
2. Supreme Nonſenſe and Effrontery! 1 
JH of no Satisfaction the military Expe- 
ditions he means procured for us, but that 
of having protected our Friends and Allies; 
and as I preſume we are not yet | become 
much weaker, nor the Spaniards grown much 
ſtronger, than in the Year 1736, I ſee no 
Reaſon why we ſhould not think of pro- 
tecting ourſelves, before it be too late to at- 
tempt it. Would any but an incorrigible 
bardened Proſtitute for Spain, talk of our 
| being 


(rs) 
being able to prove to the whole World, 
the indiſpenſible Neceſſity of doing ourſelves 
Juſtice ? Have we not proved our Wrongs? | 
Nay, do they not prove themſelves? Is not 
all Mankind Witneſs of them? Do not e- 
ven the Spaniards prove them? And are 
they not every Day multiplying ? 
5. That weought to guard againſt and en- 
guire after what Aſſiſtance the Spaniards may 
have. What Aſſiſtance he thinks the Spa- 
niards may have, is beſt known to himſelf ; 
but when he pleaſes to name it, I will en- 
deavour to ſhew how we 2 guard a- 
gainſt; ——- 
6. That the Complaints f our Merchants 
have been heard and aDMITTED, Application 
made to Spain, Land Forces ſent away, and 
additional Ships of great Force, to enforce 
our legal Demands. Here the Gentleman 
cuts himſelf a little in his fourth Article; 
but I let that paſs: Men that write without 
a Principle, are always tumbling into Er- 
rors. Notwithſtanding that all that he ſays in 
this Article has been done, our Merchants 
did not think it ſufficient to procure Satis-= 
faction, or that it would have any ſuch Ef- 
tet: They therefore applied to Parliament, 
and on the Succeſs of their Application, the 
Fate of Great-Britain depends. By his 
; 2 Demands, ſince Innuendo s are ſo much 


_ 
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in Faſhion, I will preſume to underſtand 


that he looks upon moſt of our Demands to 
be illegal. Spain certainly ought to pay 


him well for this ; for I am pretty ſure, that 


for her Sake, he has forfeited all Manner of 


Pretenſion to the Eſteem of his Country. 


7. That France and Holland have geen 


treated by Spain in the ſame Manner as 
Great-Britain, that they have not exerted 
more Spirit (nor ſo much) as cur Govern- 
ment. The firſt Part of this Article is falſe, 


and, no doubt, inſerted with the diſhoneſt 
8 Deſign of impoſing upon his Country; for 
every Ship France has loſt by the Spamards, 
Britain has loſt twenty or thirty, if not 
more; and yet neither France nor Holland 


had ever any Shadow of a Claim to Campe- 


cy, but we have an undoubted * Right to 


it, and were once in Poſſeſſion of it. What 
Ships the French have loſt, Iam firmly per- 


ſuaded were taken by a private Underſtand. 
ing with France, merely to amuſe and 
bamboozle us; otherwiſe the Spaniards _ 

durſt not take them, though they had found 

them carrying away half the Mines of Peru 


and-Mexico : But be that as it will, if the 


Te | French and the Dutch don't think fit to ex, 
ert themſelves, if they have a Mind to ſit 


8 eb the Report of the Lords Commiſſioners for T rade 
and Plantations, I 


ert 
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down with their Loſſes, if they are mean e- 
nough to pocket affronts from 9þain, their 
Conduct! is no Rule for Britons: The Em- 


pire of the Seas is ours; we have been many 
Ages in Poſſeſſion of it; we have had man 


Sea-Fights, at a vaſt Effuſion of Blood, and 
Expence of Treaſure, to preſerve it; and 
preſerve it we ſtill mult, at all Risks and 
Events, if we have a Mind to preſerve our- 
| ſelves. I come now to the laſt Period of 
this worſhipful Sentence. 


8. That conſidering the V, bole, fo ys he, 


and every Part of the Affair, our Miniſtry | 
Have added as other wiſe and prudent Pep 
| have acted, and ought to act. This indeed is a 


Clincher ; after reflecting on the Memory 


of our late Sovereign, he endeavours to per- 
fame our preſent Miniſters with his ful- 
ſome Applauſe: If they accept his Incenſe, 
I have no Manner of Objection to it. Iam 
only giving my humble Opinion, how they 
and the Nation ought to act for the future. 
This Sentence of his, under the Title of that 
ol Common Senſe, which I have taken the Li- 
berty to make my Remarks upon, he very 
modeſtly tells us, tho of no greater Length 
than a moderate Advertiſement, yet as it 
% contains in a clear Light, (that is in his 
e Opinion) the Sum and Amount of all the 
Matters of Fatt, and 3 to Senſe 
66 on 
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© on both Sides the Pueſtion, is UNIVERSAL, - 
„ tho” not a Word more had been wrote; 
ee that is to ſay, it is the Sentence of Uni- 
ce wverſal Common Senſe, and is therefore 
e concluſive to every Body who dare be de- 
ee termined by Common Senſe.” That dare I, in 
Behbalf of Great-Britain and her Merchants; 
and by 17 I find, and I believe fo will you, 
Sir, that his impertinent Sentence amounts 
to no more, than that we ought to fit down 
with our Loſſes, and to them add the Loſs 
of our whole Trade, our Honour, and our 
Liberty: Such a Tameneſ i in us, I find, would 
be highly agreeable to this Advocate for the 
Spaniſb Ear-Cutters, who has been Sophiſter 


enough to diſtinguiſh between Common Senſe 


and Univerſal Common Senſe. Either one or 


the other, if there is any Diſtinction to be 
made between them, calls upon us to do 


ourſelves Juſtice, and aſſures us that if we do 


not, we muſt prepare ourſelves for a Repeti- 
- tion of the Inſults, Injuries, and Depredations 


we already complain of, until we have no- 
thing more left for the hungry, voracious, 
plundering Spaniards to rob us of. . 
I have now done with his illuſtrious Piece, | 
to which he has tagg'd, by Way of Appen- 


dix, his own dear Daily Gazetteer of Mun 


day, Nov. 21. 1737, which he has haſhed 
up for us, both Pieces being but one and the 


ſame 


| „ 
fans inſipid Diſh, cooked up differentWays, 
* and I am morally ſure, without any mini- 
ſterial Sauce: For no Miniſter ever would 
countenance, much leſs direct, ſuch a wretch- 
ed Piece of Politicks, In the Gazetteer, as 
in the Body of the Pamphet itſelf, we have 
the Confideration of the South-Sea Company s 
Effects, the whole Spaniſh Trade, the Turkey 
| and the Mediterranean Trades recommended 
| tous; fo all which I have already given a 
I full Anſwer, and ſhall be as particular to 
* cvery Thing elſe in that Paper, any way 
| wWorthy of notice, which indeed is but one, 
and conſiſts inthe following Words: And 
x << might we not reaſonably expect, ſays the 
© Gazetteer, that a neighbouring Power, 
Leg meaning France I ſuppoſe) would take 
c the Advantage to ſerve the Shamards with 
“ moſt of thoſe Commodities they now 
have from us, and thereby get ſuch a con- ; 
ſiderable Part of this valuable Trade (that 1 
of Spain) out of our Hands, as we could | 
45 ſcarce ever recover“ a 
"oF this Rhapſody a Man would be apt to 
imagine, that the French had yet got little or 
no Part of the Spaniſh Trade from us; where- 
as it is but too well known, too ſenſibly felt 
by Britain, that they have already encroach⸗ 
ed away the greateſt Share of it, and that 
too by our own Material the Woor. Let 
= 8 


* 
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CommonSenſe, I ask him, where is the Common 
Senſe of letting the French + grow rich and 
powerful by that very Article by which Pro- 

vidence deſigned to make Us ſo, and has pe- 
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us keep our * Wool, at home, which we 


may eaſily do, if Heaven has not quite a- 
| bandon'd us; or at leaſt let us hinder it from 
going to France, and then the French will 
neither be able to carry on any Trade with 


Spain, the Mediterranean, or Turkey, to 


our Detriment, or to afford the Spaniards any 
effeftual! Afſiftance againſt us. As the Gen- 
tleman upon whoſe Labours T am making 


my Remarks, is fo fond of being tried by 


In doing fo we ſhall but follow the Example lately 


ſet us by the Spaniards. Spain has much more Silk than ſhe 


can manufacture, or is neceſſary for her own Conſump- 
tion, of which we uſed to take great Quantities off her 
Hands every Year : But Spain being informed, that it belp'd 


to employ a great many of our Silè Weavers in Spirtle Fields, 


and waz conſequently a Benefit to Britain, the Cacholick 

Court, in October or November laſt, forbad the Exportation 
af it under levere Penalties, She is alſo building Forts at 
Cadiz, and calling for a Liſt of our Ships trading to Spain, 
_ fpecifying their Burthen, and the Nature ofthe Merchan- 


dize they carry to and from Spain: All this is to hinder 


her Coin from coming to us. She is glad of our Corn, 
but would give us no Money for it, tho' ſhe gives the 
French the Preference of her Wool. Of what Advantage 

then would the Spaniſh Trade be to us at this Rate? 
1 For every Sixpence the French ay out for Engliſh or 
Jriſb Wool, they make three Shillings by manufacturing 


it, as has been undeniably demonſtrated by the Author of 
the Golden Fleece; and ſix Shillings more, by mixiog dou- 
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culiarly diſtinguiſhed Grea?-Britain and Tre. 
land from all the reſt of Europe ? Surely it 


was not the Intention of Providence to give 


us our Wool merely to tantalize Us, that we 

ſhould take care of it for the French, and 
that ſo ineſtimable a Bleſſing ſhould. be 
turned againſt us to our Ruin; wherefore 


if we run counter to Providence, through 
Supineneſs, or any other worſe Cauſe, iwe 


' ſhall not only feel the deſtructive Effects of 


our Conduct in this World, but have a 
| moſt dreadful Account to render of it in, tha 
next. Let us then, I fay, open our Eyes; 
let us keep our Wool at home; and if we do 
ſo, we ſhall regain all we have loſt in Pow- 
er and Wealth, by the Practice, or Conni- 
vance at leaſt of ſome landed Men, who, for 
a little temporary Advantage, are deftroying 
ble the Quantity of their own coarſe Wool with it, which = 
 evithout ours would not be manufacturable, and conſequently 
be of no Value, From whence it is as evident as the Sun 


at Noon-day,that for every 100,0001. which France lays out 
for Wool, either in Great-Britain or Ireland, ſhe gains 


'1,8:0,000 Pounds by manufacturing it, which is fo much 


loſt to this Nation, beſides the additional Advantage the 
French make by carrying their Woollen Manufactures to 
foreign Markets, the freighting their Ships, the increaſing 
ol their Seamen, and the Profit of the Returns they make 
from thoſe Markets; all which are likewiſe a Loſs to 
_ Great-Britain, and, if permitted to continue, dreadfully 
denounce her inevitable Deſtruction, tho' there ſhould. be 
no ſuch Thing as a Spaniſh Man of War, Guarda Coſta, or 


Plrate, in all the American Scas. 


their 
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their Country more than the Spaniards them. 
ſeves do, and laying the Foundation of the 
Ruin of their own Poſterity; it is the firſt 

Step we onght in Prudence and true Policy 


to take; it will humble France more than 
twenty Victories over her; it will deſtroy 


her Marine much more effectually than our 
Courage and our Guns deſtroyed her Fleet 
at La Hogue: And beſides, if Spain ſees us 


reſolved upon zhris Work, ſhe will dread our 


| Reſolution and our Arms; ſhe will look up- 
on us as a Nation awaked out of a long and 
| heavy Lethargy; ſhe will court our Friend- 
ſhip and Alliance as a People deferving hers, 
and, of her own Accord, without Blows, or 
any further Demand, make a juſt Satisfac- 
tion to our Merchants, and a full Repara- 
tion of the Injury ſhe has done to Great- 
Britain; and in ſuch a Step ſhe would find 
her Account much more than by following 
the deceitful Advice of the Miniſters of 
France. But before we can bring the Court 
of Spain to this Way of Thinking, we muſt. 
convince her that we are ſtill Britons, that 
Pe are {till able to revenge the Injuries we 
have received from her, and know how to 
make ourſelves fear'd by any Nation in Eu- 
rope when we are thoroughly provoked. 
The next Step we are to take, after /ecur- 
ing our Wool from the French, is to follow 


tho 


Z FP Stews... ne CCS 


123 
the good Advice given us, in Regard to 
our Sugar Colonies and Trade, in the Pam- 
phlet I have juſt mentioned, wrote by Mr. 
Bennet ; and, in Caſe of a Ruprure between 
us and Spain, ſhould France give the Spa- 
_ mards any Aſſiſtance, either openly or un- 


derhand, we muſt by all Means prevent the 


ſending Proviſions from Ireland to the French 


Sugar Iſlands. If we do ſo, and at the ſame 


Time hinder any Proviſions from going to 
them from our own Colonies on the Conti- 


nent of America, which at moſt can't be 

much, we ſhall ſtarve the French out of all 
their Sugar Iſlands in leſs than a Vear; for 
they can be ſupplied from no other Places. 


Thus if we go to War with Spain, and 
theſe Methods are purſued, we ſhall be in 


a2 Manner invincible; and, to make us com- 
pleatly fo, I am moſt humbly of Opinion, 
that we ought to come to a cloſer Union 


with our Fellow-Subjectsi in Ireland than we 


have hitherto done. The Wool of Treland 
makes the French Woollen Manuf ctures 
flouriſh, and Iriſh Proviſions maintain the 
French Sugar Iſlands; and all this thro our 


own Fault. 


Hitherto there appears nothing terrible in : 
| «Wir with Spain; but ſuch another nine 
Years Peace with her, as we have lately 


had, will kin us into Contempt and Ruin: 
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The Spaniards will impute our Patience and 


Forbearance to nothing, but either to mere 
Want. of Refolutron in our Court, or, what 


would be equally dangerous, to Want of 
Power to carry on a War; nay, it is to be 


apprehended they think 0 already by their 
Infolence to us. This is an Opinion out of 
which we muſt immediately beat them, and 


| ſhew that we neither fear them, nor any 
* Pretender they may attempt to make a 
Tool of: This will be neceſſary, in order 


to prevent other Powers of Europe from fal- 


ling into the fame Frenzy. For, Sir, it re- 


quires but a very little Stock of Politicks 


to know, that when a Nation begins to 


dwindle in her Fame, or any way to loſe 
her Reputation, either in Arms or Trade, 


ſhe finds very few Friends ; her Neighbours 5 
are ſo far from deſiring her Alliance, that 


they rather look upon her as a Wreck out of-- 


* vr he Earl Stanhope went to Spain in the Wr 171 g, 
before we attacked the Spaniſh Fleet, Cardinal benen; 


uàropt ſome myſterious Words ro him relating to the Che- 


valier, and at laſt plainly told his Lordſhip, that if Zng- 


land would give Spain no Interruprion in her Projects, the 
Catho lick Court would confeſs the Pretender ſpurious, and 
an Impoſtor, but otherwiſe ſhe would eſpouſe the Cauſe. 
of that Prince; I make uſe of the Cardinai's Words. To. 
which Earl Stanhope replied, that the King his Maſter 
laughed at all ſuch Bugbears; that he demanded a catego- 


rical Anſwer, and that a hundred Pretenders could not 
make him deviate a Tittle from the Honour of his Crown, | 
or hi is Engagements to his Allies. | 5 


WhI ich 
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which every one thinks he has a Right to 


pull Plunder. But it isjuſt the Reverſe with 


a Nation that ſtands ſcrupulouſly upon her 
Honour, and 1s ever ready to return two 


Blows for one; ſuch a Nation will always 
have Friends, either through Eſteem or 


Dread of her, and for thefe very Reafons, - 


were there no other, we ought to call Spain 
to an immediate Account for all her paſt 
Deeds, 5 

But, ſays an Advocate for Spain, is Bri- 


tain alone able to cope with the ſoint Power of 


Spain and France? To which I have alrea- 


dy anſwer'd, that ſhe is, if ſhe pleaſes to 
take proper Meaſures, and make uſe of her 
Strength. As to a Naval War, we can man 
out more and better Men of War than 


France and Spain together; we can inſult 


their Coaſts and protect our own, both in 
Europe and America; we can ſtarve the 
French Sugar Iſlands, and it will be moral- 
ly impoſſible for either French or Spaniards, 
or both join'd together, to throw in at once 


ſuch a Number of Land Forces into Bri- 


tain or Ireland, as we ſhall not be able to 
maſter, provided there is no Treachery a- 
mong ourſelves. For all this we have till 
Funds ſufficient, and ſhall daily have more 
if we keep our Wool at home, Of what 
If it be of the Loſs 
e 


then need we be afraid? 
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of our Trade, I have ſhewn you already 
that our Trade muſt fall of Courſe if the 
French continue to get our Wool, if the 
Spaniards continue their Depredations, and 
if we continue ingloriouſly to doſe on in a 
State of Inactivity: Is it not then much 
more eligible to put our Fortune to the 
Puſh, and bravely imitate our Anceſtors, 
who, tho' poſſeſs'd but of England alone, 


for then Treland was rather a Drawback 


and Clog than a Help to them, and Scot- 
land was in a French Intereſt, often made 
both France and Spain tremble, and twice 

almoſt ruined the former ; I neh is it not 

much better to imitate ſuch gallant Men, 
than ſheepiſhly and ſhamefully to wait a cer- | 
| tain tho' flow Deſtruction? I ſpeak, Sir, 
in caſe Spain will obſtinately ſtand a War, 
and France aſſiſt her, which, T hope, will 
not be the Caſe. 

Well, but, ſays one of the Daily Gaget- 
Teers, if I bes right, ho" the French 
don't enter into the War, the Seas will be co- 

ver'd by French Privateers with Spaniſh 


by Commiſſions.— Will they ſo?—and is this the 


friendly Return we expect at laſt from the yi 


French Court, for our not aſliſting the Em- 
Peror againſt her in the late War? — How 
comes it that we are ſo much more know- 
ing and clear-ſighted now than we were 
three | 


T9] 


three Years ago ? — However, I believe 


what he fays to be very true; I never 
doubted France's being ever ready to enter 
into any dirty Work againſt Britain, when 
ſhe can do it ſlyly, and thinks a good Share 


of Plunder is to be had from us. But, Sir, 
if France does not openly declare War a- 


gainſt us, muſt ſhe not publickly forbid her 


Subjects to affiſt the Spaniards, and can't 
we, by the Laws of Arms and Nations, 


hang up as Pirates, all the Frenchmen we 


take fighting againſt us at Sea, or robbing 
our Merchants under Spaniſb Colours and 
Spaniſh Commiſſions? If we take that Me- 
thod- with them, we ſhall quickly cool their 
Courage. Beſides, we muſt conſider, that 


France has an Eaft-India Company, which 


ſhe is very fond of, and which we can ab- 
ſolutely deſtroy 1 in ſpite of all the Protection 
ſhe can give it: We muſt further conſider, 
that where France had one Merchant-Ship, 
in the Beginning of Queen Anne's Reign, | 


ſhe has now twenty, if not more; our 


Privateers will then find Game, ind there 
is no doubt but the Government will let 

them looſe at the French Merchantmen, if 
dle French King permits his Subjects to turn 


Pirates upon us, under the Sanction of 
ane Commiffions. As I told you be- 
E 2 fore, 
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fore, We muſt be in ExxN EST, and then wwe 
ſhall carry our Point. 

But the moſt material Objection of all 
is, which I have heard in many Mouths, 
That ſhould we and the Spaniards go to War, 
and the French remain fair Neuters in the 
Quarrel, we ſhould only knock out one ano- 


ther's Brains, deſtroy our Shipping on both 
Sides, exhauſt the Treaſure, and diminiſh the 


Strength of both Countries, and conſequently 
render each, if not both, an eafier Prey to 
France pon Occaſion. 1 muſt confeſs, Sir, 
there's ſomething in this Objection, but! it is 
much more the Buſineſs of Spain than Bri- 
tain to take it into Confideration, It muſt 
be ſtrange Treachery and Bungling among 
us, and be a very unfortunate War, indeed, 
that can reduce us by the Arms of Spain a- 
lone, to fo low a Condition, as not to be 
able to defend our dan from the 
Fleet of France; and you know the French 
Have no other Way of attacking us: But 
Spain lies open to France, not only by the 
Ocean and the Mediterranean, but alſo on 
the Continent; by Nevarre and Biſcay on 
the one Side, and Row/ilion and Catalonia 
on the other: The French have often prac- 
tiſcd theſe Roads with Succeis, and may do 


lo again. Ir is therefore, I ſay, much 
more the Bulincls of Spain than that of 


Gr al- 


A 
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Great Britain to conſider of this, before ſhe 
forces us to the fatal Neceſſity of reducing 
her to the Circumſtances of fearing Inſults 


from France. As I have ſaid, over and over, 
the worſt that can happen to us, by a War 


with Spain and France together, is to be 
undone, an Event which we have no Rea- 
ſon to apprehend; but even in that Caſe we 


shall, as one of the weekly Papers of the 


18th of March, vesy juſtly expreſſcs it, be 


 gloriouſly undone ; we ſhall fall like honeſt | 
Men, bravely fighting for the Trade, the 
| Honour, the Liberty of our Country: But 
by ſuch a Peace as we now enjoy, and our 
| laurell'd Bard has fo often cry'd up to the 
| Skies, we are ſure to be deſtroy d, with this 
aggravating Circumſtance, that by our Paſ- 
ſtweneſs under Injuries, a Thing never be- 
fore known to Britons, to our Deſtruction 
we ſhall add Infamy, which, of all Misfor- 
tunes, has ever been accounted the greateſt 


and moſt grievous, by generous, noble 
Minds. 


N here is ſtill, Sir, another Objection to 


cur entering into a War with Spain, which 
1 have allo learn'd from the Daily Ga- 


Zetteer; but J hope it will be found upon 


Examination to have nothing 1 in it, That 
ſbould the Miniſtry enter into a War, theſe 


tat have cried aut loudeſt agar) 'nft their Pa- 
| CO 
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_ cifick Meafares, would be the fir, either 1b 
leave them to themſelves, or clog their Operati- 
ons, when they ſaw them thoroughly engaged. 


This Argument may, at firſt Sight, ſeem to 
carry ſome Weight; and if our Miniſters them- 
ſelves have been in the ſame Way of think- 
ing, we cannot much blame them. Alter- 


cations and Animoſities have run to a great 
Height on both Sides; much too high, God 


knows ; and the Exerciſe of the Civil Arm, 


in Defence of the Ad—n, has very little con- 
tributed ro mollify the Diſpute. I am afraid it 
has rather inflamed it, and put the People up- 


on ſuſpecting Attempts againſt their Liberty, 


Which I hope never were intended: But a 
War will quite alter the Caſe. In my 


humble Opinion, it is what would moſt ef- 


fectually preſerve our Miniſters from any 
further Clamour. For, Sir, would any 


Set of Men whatever, . to call them- 


ſelves Patriots, or . or would they 


be foolith enough to hope to be thought 


| honeſt Men, ſhould they attack, or even 
_ abandon, any Miniſter, when he had Co. 
_ plied 5 their Advice. and was expoling 
himſelf to Fatigue, and the precarious 
Chance of Events, to procure. Satisfaction 
for their affronted Sovereign and in jured 
Countrymen, and labouring to obtain 45 
Security, foc their fo long inſulted and 


threaten g 
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_ threaten'd Country ? For my Part, let o- 


ther People think what they pleaſe, I can 
never harbour ſo injurious an Opinion of 


the Virtue, Honour, and Publick Spirit of 


the Gentlemen ſaid to be i in the Oppoſi- 
tion, I can never think fo meanly of their 
Underſtanding, as to imagine they would 


take any Step to confirm the Accuſation 
of their Adverſaries, That all their Noiſe 


and Clamour, about Blunders, Bribery, 
and Corruption, theſe dozen Years paſt, 
has not been intended to ſer ve their Country, 


but to turn out the Miniſters and get into their 


Places, No, Sir, they never would give 


their Adverſaries ſuch an Advantage againſt 
them; they never would fall into a Con- 
duct, which. in it{elf, would be the greateſt 
Panegyrick chat could poſſibly be made 


upon a Man, whoſe Deſtruction they are 


charged to have vowed, and which would, 
to all Intents and Porpoſes, confirm that 
Charge in the Opinicn of all Mankind. 
The Gentlemen in the Oppoſition are Men 
of nobler Hearts, and better Heads, than 
to draw upon chemſelves the juſt Reſent- 
ments of their Countrymen. If they ſee 
our Miniſters heartily for a War, as by all 
Appearances hitherto they are, they will as 
heartily join and affiſt them: They will not 
give themſclves the Lye in the Face of the 


Sun, 


"mg 
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Sun, but demonſtrate to all the World, that, 
whether miſtaken, or not, hitherto, in their 


| Oppoſition to the Meaſures of the Miniſtry, 
they have all along been actuated by Duty 


to their Sovereign, and Love to thets Coun- 
try, whatever a Pack of impertinent Serib- 
blers have ſaid to the contrary. 

What, then, have our Miniſters to appre- 
hend from a War, but the Events of one, 
which it is not in monty Man to command ? 3 


But let thoſe Events be what they will, 
what have thev to dread by complying | 


with the Demand of the whole * 
unanimouſly and bravely reſolved 


ſecond them in the juſt and heroick 1155 


ſign of revenging the Wrongs done to 


Britain, by a People that are only grown 


wanton and infolent, firſt by her Alliſtance, 


and then by her Foibearance 3 


Let us then act as our Honour and as 


Juſtice dictate to us; let us baniſh all ground. _ 
lets Suſpicion of either the Courage or rthe In- 
tegrity of our Miniſters; let us revenge the 
flagrant Wrongs done to our Country, and 


the Diſhonour caſt on the BritiſhName ; let 
us, in God's Name, enter into a War, 8 pu- 


5 niſh the plundering, proud, haughty Spani- 
 ards, if they delay the Satisfaction fo juſtly 
due to us, but one Moment after the Middle 
of Mava at fartheſt By that Time we may be 


ready 


5 -— — 
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ready to enter upon Action, if there is no 
private Clog in the Way, without ſuffering 
ourſelves to be any longer amuſed, and 
bantered, and bubbled, by vain, inſignifi- 
cant Promiſes : And then let us not ſpare the 
Spaniſh * Galleons or Flotilla, wherever 
we meet them, in Conſideration of either 
the French or the Dutch, We muſt be in 


_ earneſt. 


And further, Sir, when we have enter'd 


into a War, I would humbly propoſe to- 

our Miniſters, never to hearken to any Pro- 
poſals for a Peace, until we have either de- 

ſtroyed Spain, or are deſtroyed ourſelves, 


but upon the following Preliminaries; o- 
therwiſe, in my Opinion, we do nothing 
but leave the ſame Labour over again to 


our Children, and expoſe them to the like, 
or rather worſe Depredations, and Inſults, 


than thoſe we are, I hope, now going to 


revenge. The Conditions I propoſe, are : 


The Hench will, no doubt, endeavour to hinder our 
Game this Way in Caſe of a War with Spain, and ſend 
their Men of N ö 
_ Chandize that ſhouid come by the Galleons and Flotilla; 
but even this we may hinder, if we are reſolute: But it 
we cannot, that way of bringing home the Treaſure of = 
Spain will till be a Diſadvantage to the Spaniards, and one 
2 many Inconveniencies they will be expoſed to in 
A War. 5 2 e 


ar to bring home the Money and Mer- 
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I. That Spain ſhall reimburſe us all the 
Charges of the War. | 

2. That ſhe ſhall make ample Satisfac- | 
tion to our Merchants, Principal and Inte- 
reſt, for all the Merchandize and Shipping 
ſhe has taken, even to the meaneſt Cock-_ 
boat, fince the (to us) fatal Peace of U- 
recht, without any Defalcation under the 


985 Pretext of illicit Trade. 


3. That ſhe ſhall for ever renounce, in 
all the neceſſary Forms, and in the moſt 
ſolemn Manner, all ſorts of Pretention to 
Gibraltar, and Minorca, Georgia, and the 

Bays of Campechy and Honduras. . 

4 That ſhe ſhall allow us a free Trade to 
all her Ports in America. And 
5. That ſhe ſhall give us proper and ſuf- 
| ficient Security for the faithful Performance 
of all theſe Articles. 

Methinks, Sir, you ſeem to ſtart at hi 
Conditions; do you look upon them to be 
too exorbitant? If you think they are, I 

beg your Patience for a Moment, 

It we are forced ingo a War, pray what, 


or whois it that forces us? Is it not, in the 


firſt Place, the Injuſtice, the Injury, the 


Damage we have received, and are till 


daily receiving from the Spaniards? Is it 
not the Obſtinacy, the Perverſeneſs of Span, 
in retuling us a Reparation, and Security 
from the like Injuries and Damages for the 

future? 
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future? Ought ſhe not then to reimburſe 


the Expences of a War, into which ſhe 
forces us, ſo much contrary to our Incli- 
nations, that we have been theſe nine Years 
endeavouring to avoid it with the Patience 
of a Job, and almoſt to the Loſs of our 


Reputation? If we prove ſucceſsful in the 
War, we have all the Reaſon in the World 


to infiſt on ſo juſt an Article, ſince the Spa- 
niards may yet ſave themſelves from! it, by 


doing us Juſtice, and becoming honeſt ſo- 


ciable Neighbours. As to the ſecond Con- 


dition, is it not expreſly what we are going 
to War for? And have we not a full Right to 
the Third? The fourth Article muſt be infiſt- 
ed on, or we had better not begin a War at 
all: For if we have not a free Trade allowed 


us to America, there will always be an 1di- 


cit Trade trumped up againſt us, it being 
almoſt impoſſible for any of our Ships bound 
to or from Jamaica, not to fail within 
Sight of ſome of the Spaniſh Ports in Ameri- 
ca; and upon this Account there will al- 
ways be GuarDa Cos As, there will al- 


ways be rummaging and CONFISCATING 


our Ships, our Merchants will continue to be 
plundered, and our Sailors impriſoned, as at 


preſent, and the whole end at laſt in the 


Deſtruction of Britain, if this Article is not 
ftrenuouſly inſiſted upon and carried, be- 


A Wt | |} 
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tber we make an Accommodation before or af 
ter a War. Beſides, Sir, would it be any ſu- 
pererogatory Piece of Gratitude in a Prince 
to allow us a free Trade to thoſe Dominions 
which he could not poſſibly have kept Poſ- 
ſeſſion of, without our Permiſſion? Would 
it be an Over-Portion of Reparation in him 


to give us ſome Douceur, though we had no 
other Right to expect it, over and above 

barely returning the Effects his Subjects have 

pulundered from us, to compenſate all thecha- 


grin and Diſhonour he has cauſed to Great- 


Britain? After all he can do, Can he re- 
ſtore the Ears, the Limbs, the Lives of our 
Countrymen, mutilated, maimed, and mur- 


dered by his Guarda Coſtas, his Chains, and 


his Dungeons? Is this the Philip that calls 


bimſelf King of both Spains and the Indies 
merely by the Grace and Favour of Britain, 
and can fo egregiouſly forget his Benefactors? 


Has this Father of the King of the Two Si- 
cilies ſo toon forgot our EXPEDITION for him 


and his Son to Leghorn, and our NEUTRA- 
LITY in the late War, without which, his 
Sdicilian Majeſty had, in all Probability, been 
now along with kis Brothers at Madrid, 
_ _ a&ing Opera's with Farinelli? If the pious, 
I withI could fay grateful Philip, has, thro' 
evil Advice, as a great deal he has certainly 


had from a neighbouring Court, for in him- 


ig 
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ſelf he is really an honeſt and a good Man 
I ay, if he has, through evil Advice, for- 
got the Debts of Honour and Gratitude he 
owes us, we muſt rub up his Memory, and 
quicken his Senſes by the Thunder of our 
Cannon. In former Reigns, Engh/hmen 
had a Trade in the Spaniſh America ; they 
cut Logwood, and did a great many other 
Things without Moleſtation from the Court 
of Spain, and yet the Catholick Kings had 
none of thoſe Obligations to England thar 
Philip has : N ; 
As to the fifth Condition, it is but the 
Conſequence of the two preceding Ones. 
And now Sir, where is the Exorbitancy of 
theſe Demands? If you think you ſtill find 
any, and pleaſe to communicate it to me in 
Print, I ſhall either endeavour to cure your 
Miſtake, or acknowledge my own. They 
are, in my humble Opinion, Demands be- 
coming injured Britons, Demands, which, 
tor the Reaſons I have given, we ought ne- 

ver to depart a Tittle from: Our Merchants 
that were plundered before the Treaty of 
Seville, have as good a Right to demand Sa. 
tisfaction as thoſe that have been plundered _ 
ſince, and our Merchants to come ought to 
Lave the fame Right to Protection and Se- 
curity, as the preſent. As to the King of 
Spain's Pretenſions to Georgia, — : 
E e . 
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Famaica, &c. he may as well claim the 
CaribbeeIflands, Carolina, Virginia, and fo on 
to New-Eugland; and this, no doubt, Spain 
has in her View, if we don't cut her ſhort. 

What Abatement then, upon mature 
Reflection, can we make in theſe Demands, as 
exorbitant as they may appear to weak Eyes? 
To patch up an Accommodation for any 
Thing materially leſs, will be only patching 
up an old Sore, to break out again in three 
or four Years, with more Venom and Dan- 
ger than ever: AndI am p-rſuaded, I ſhall 
never ſee any Set of Men in Power in Britain, 
ſo ſuperlatively puſillanimous, and ſo cruelly. 
unjuſt to their Country, as to be gullty OL uy | 
ſuch Conduct. 

If we behave like Britons, we ſhall carry 
our Point,as Britons uſed to do, when they 
went heartily about it ; we ſhall have more 
Churchills and Cadagans, more Rooks and 
 moreByngs; we ſhall force Spain into her true 
Intereſt, which is to join us, and drive the 


French out of America. I hope Spain will 


| therefore conſider well of the Matter before 
the Middle of May, and conſider it to our 
Satisfaction; which, if ſhe rightly under- 


ſtands herſelf, cannot but redound to her 
cn. Inſtead of being artfully made the 
Butchers of each other by French Intrigues, 


Juſtice and good Temper in Her, would 


imme- 


5 3 
immediately open the Way to make Britain 
eaſy and ſatisfied; and then Britain would 
find her own Advantage in contributing to 
the further Aggrandizement of the Famil 
of Spain. If the Queen of Span pleaſes 
to think but a ſingle Moment, like a Wo. 
man of Virtue, Honour, and Gratitude, on 
what we have done for her Son Don Carlos, 
ſhe ought to conſider, that we are ſtill in a 
| Condition to do as much for her Son Don 
1 * Pbilip, provided her Catholick Majeſty 
takes proper Meaſures to deſerve once more 
. the Friendſhip of Britons, who now, thro' 
Indignation at her Conduct, begin to breathe 
again the martial Spirit of their Anceſtors, 
and loudly to cry out for'a glorious War, 
ſince they cannot have a ſafe and honourable 
= ea ptr: Bono norte 


I an, Sir, 
Your moſt bumble Servant, 


| 0 | | C. F | ” 


. 


F63T8$UCKRIPE 


$18, 1 EN 


F you have found too much Warmth in 
my Way of expreſſing myſelf, impute 
it, I beſeech you, to my Reſentment of the 
crying Wrongs of our Country; no Man 
that has a true Britiſb Heart, can remain 
unprovoked at ſo barbarous and ſhocking a 
Scene: If 1 have therefore err'd againſt 
Temper in this Point, I have the Excuſe of 
| having err'd along with the beſt Company 
in Britain, and can produce, as my Exam-- 
ple, ſome of the moſt illuſtrious and greateſt _ 
Pens of the Age: Would to God, that for 
the Service of Britain, and our auguſt Sove- 
reign, I had been able to imitate them as 
well in other Reſpects. 5 
Whatever becomes of my stile, 1 hope 
you have found Juſtice and Reaſon in the 
Arguments I have. made uſe of for procuring 
Satisfaction to thoſe injured Gentlemen, our 
 W:R-India Merchants, who have not only : 
been infolently robb'd, by real Spaniards on 
: the High Seas of America, but alſo moſt 
| 8 85 baſely | 
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baſely, and moſt Renegado-lhe attacked 
in their Honour, and their Credit, by a Clan 
of Anglo- Spaniards in Great- Britain. 
Along with theſe Argumens, you find, I 
have propoſed very eaſy and practicable 
Means for keeping France within the Bounds 
of Decency and good Neighbourhood with 
us; and by the truly Britiſb Spirit and Vi- 
gour with which our Repreſentatives have 
| hitherto exerted themſelves in this Affair, we 
cannot, with any Colour of Juſtice, doubt 
their hearty Perſeverance in the Cauſe of 
But, nevertheleſs, as the Emiſſaries and 
- maſquerade Friends of Spain among us, have 
already endeavour'd to play the Back-Game 
upon us, they will undoubtedly go on with 
their Legerdemain, and leave no Art, no 
Stratagem untried to baffle the Progreſs al- 
ready made towards relieving Britain from 
her Diſgrace, and our Merchants from their 
Loſſes; no Infinuations unattempted, no de- 
luding Whiſper ſpared, no terrible Appre- 
henſions of the Arms of France * uninſtilled, 
Ee eons adi oo, 


When I was engaged in a warm Diſpute with ſome _ 
publick Writers in the Year 1735, about the Meaſures 
Britain ought then to have purſued, I was always an- 
ſwer d, that France and Spain would exhauſt themſelves in 
that War with the Emperor, and that Britain would grow | 

powerful by her Neutrality. If this Argument was 
good then, it is fo now; and it is certain that Spain has 

— —— — — 
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to ſhake the Courage and ſtagger the 


Conſtancy of thoſe Gentlemen who have 
now their own and their Country's Fate in 
their Hands; I fay, as we muſt expect all 


this, I ſhall beſtow a few Lines more on 


the Subject. 


I am very certain, Sir, from the 1555 


ledge I have of the French Court, by many 


Years Reſidence in France, and Commerce 
with ſome of the greateſt Men i in it, that ſhe 1s 
not our Friend ; and I am altogether as cer- 


tain that ſhe never will be fo, until ſhe is 
reduced to much narrower Limits, and 


her Ambition can prudentially riſe no higher 


than to preſerve herſelf from more potent 
Enemies: I am ſenſible likewiſe, that ſhe 
has been the primum mobile, and is ſtill the 
Fomenter, of all our Differences with Spain, 
and conſequently the principal, if not the 
| ſole Cauſe, of all our Eeſſes: All this I am 
ſenſible of, as well as that ſhe will ſtill do 
us all the further Miſchief ſhe can with con- 
venient Opportunity, and that her Soul 
would rejoice to ſee Britain laid in the 
Duſt. This, I think, is Conceſſion enough 
to the SpaniſÞ Advocates; and yet my Rea- 
ſon tells me, that as the Caſe is prodigiouſ- 
ly alter'd with France, from what it was 


expended immenſe Treaſures for Don Carlos; therefore 
now is the Time to attack her briskly, betore ſhe recruits 


her Coffers, which the War has pretty well emptied. 
three 


— 
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three or four Months ago, ſhe will not, 
by any Means, think fis a proper Sea- 
fon for her to go to War with , in 
favour of the Spaniards. A very good 
* Pamphler publiſhed, the other Day, fays 
the ſame; and to the Reaſons the Author has 
given to ſupport his Opinion, I ſhall add a 
few more. 
Three or four Months ago, the French 
King and the Dauphin were in a full and 
vigorous State of Health: But the Father 
is now languiſhing under a Decay, though 

the Foreign Gazettes are patching him up 
again, for Reaſons eaſily ſeen through ; and 

the Son, if we have not been + greatly im- 
_ poſed upon, ſhews but very few Prognoſticks 
of living many Years: The Cardinal Miniſ- 
ter too, has lately had a terrible Fit of Sick- 
neſs, which, added to his great Age of 

88, has undoubtedly too much impair- 

ed his Strength and his Spirits, if not his 
Underſtanding alſo, for France to expect any 
great Matters from him for the future; and 
as it ſeems he is not willing to quit the Reins 


of Power, nor the French King inclined to 


| take them from him, we may 7 : 


* Wende * a War with ROY 1 2 

I Ihe Leyden Gazette ſays the French Queen is going | 

ona Pilgrimage, to pray for a firm and ſettled Health for 
| the King her Huband, and the Prince her Son. 


2 1 pte- 
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preſume he will endeavour, in ſuch a Stage 


of Life, to make them as light and ealy to 


himſelf as poſſible ; which nothing can do 
more effectually, than ſpending the reſt of 


his decrepid Days in good Terms with Bei- 
tain, at leaſt from the Teeth ontwards: 
Whereas a War with her, in Defence of 
the Spaniards, would embarraſs him very 
much with the Duke of Orleans; and his 
Eminency knows but too well, that the 


Duke of Bourbon is his mortal Enemy : For 
| theſe Reaſons he will undoubtedly conſult 


his Eaſe and Security ! in his old Age, and 
not provoke us by an open Rupture. _ 
No let us conſider what would be the 


Conſequence of the King's Death, Why 
Sir, a Minority no doubt, if the Dauphin 


ſurvived him. The French Queen would 


then become Regent, by the Laws of the 
Kingdom, and King Sfani/laus, of Courſe, 


have great Weight in governing he Affairs 


of France. But as Stanislaus is a Prince 
of great Wiſdom and Experience, nei 


ther he, nor the Queen, his Daughter, 


| if ſhe followed his Advice, would involve | 
the Kingdom in ſo ſerious a War, as one 


. 40. Great-Britain would prove to be; nor 


ere the French themſelves ever fond of a _ 
War with Engliſhmen, during a Minority, | 
but alw ays carefully avoided "I 


We 
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We muſt add another Conſideration, 


which I alſo take to be of great Weight. All 


the Prudence and Moderation of the Cardi- 
nal, has not hitherto been able to extinguiſh, 
or even to abate, the religious Diſputes in 
France; the Court ſtill ſides with the Moli- 
niſts, and the Parliament with the Fanſenifts. 


France is therefore in Fact, much more dange- 
| rouſly dividedinMatters of Religion than Bri- 


lain is, thh the contending Parties have not yet 


come to Extremities, which a dextrous Bri- 
wh Miniſtry might quickly bring them to, 
incaſe of a War with her; and that too "with 
as much Eaſe as the great Walſingbam 
brought the Netherlands to revolt againſt 
Spain, as the moſt effectual Means he could 

think of to preſerve his royal Miſtreſs and 


his Country, againſt the unjuſt and ambi- 


tious Deſigns of Philip II. The French 
Miniſters weigh all theſe Things, and fo 

_ ought we todo, before we ſuffer ourſelves to 

- be frightened out of our Senſes, as well 

| as out of our Effects and our Honour, by 
mere Bugbears: Thoſe Miniſters are tho- 

| roughly ſenſible that we know the tender 

Places where they are moſt vulnerable. For 

_ theſe Reaſons they will plot and contrive our 
Deſtruction by Artifice, rather than attempt 


it by open Force, until either their King 


thoroughly ee his Indiſpoſition, 0 f 
the 
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the Dauphin becomes of Age to govern af. 
ter the Death of his Father. 


But ſhould both thoſe Princes happen to 
go off ſoon after one another, then what a 
noble Game would Britain have to play, 


and revenge all the Tricks and Injuſtices of 
France] The Duke of Orleans would, no 


doubt, put in for the Crown, according to 
the Treaty of Utrecht; and the Catholick 


Court would as undoubtedly oppoſe him; 


both Parties ſtriving which ſhould be firſt to 
court the Friendſhip and Aſſiſtance of our 
Sovereign and the Britiſb Nation. We have 
all ſeen the Pamphlet, entitled, Lettre dun 
Francois a fon Amis a Londres, in giving an 
Account of which the Hague Letter, pub- 
| liſhed this Day, is moſt miſerably miſtaken, _ 
or elſe the Queen of Spain employed a moſt 
egregious Blockhead to write it; for the 
Biſhop, who is Advocate in that Pamphlet 


' Deaths 


* 


for King Philip, is made a mere mitred Aſs by 
the Marquis that pleads the Right of theDuke 
of Orleans to the Crown of France, after 
the reigning Monarch and his Son. I am 
therefore of Opinion, that it was wrote by 
Friends, and not by that of the Queen of 
Spain; but if it was wrote by the Order of 
either of them, it is ſufficient for my Pur- 
poſe in this Argument, and proves that the 


_ 
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Deaths of both King and Dauphin were 
expected by her Catholick Majeſty and the 
Duke, and no doubt are ſtill expected by 
them. 
But perhaps, Sir, you will ack me, What 
Party ought Britain to take in the Diſpute 
between the two Pretenders to the Crown of 
France, ſhould thoſe Deaths happen? To 
which I anſwer, that ſhe ought to embrace 
the Cauſe by which ſhe found it likely to reap | 
the greateſt Advantage, that is, to aſſiſt 
the beſt Bidder : For let me tell you, that 
Britain is not in the leaſt concluded, or 
bound by the Treaty of Utrecht in this Point, 
| nor indeed in any other, The French have 
been breaking that Treaty with us almoſt 
: as long as the Spaniards have been taking 
our Ships, plundering our Merchants, and 
: ö 4 murdering our Seamen ; «and of this I could = 
produce a Crowd of Inſtances; but that of 
 Dunk1R alone is ſufficient, By the Treaty 
| 5 of Utrecht, that Port was to be quite de- 
* p Atrcyhed, and the HARBOUR ENTIRELY 
FILL'D UP ; but the Ships that arrive here 
cvery Day from thence, prove the Harbour 
to be in as good a Condition as ever, and I 
myſelf ſaw Ships there in January and Fe- - 
bruary 1733, bored for 26 and 30 Guns, and 
even more, if ny Memory is juſt to me. 
= Now, Sir, the Cie! make of our being diſ- 
1 engaged 
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engaged of all Guaranty of the Succeſſion 
to the Crown of France, by the French 
| Breach of the Treaty G8 Utrecht, is to ſhew 
you that what France deſigned for a Prejudice 
to Britain, Providence bo turned to her Ad- 
vantage; the Duke of Orleans, in regard to 
his own Intereſt, will be obliged to uſe his 
- utmoſt Credit, which is not ſmall at this 
Time of Day, to keep France from openly 
attacking us when we are engaged in a War 
with Spain, leſt we ſhould remember a con- 
trary Conduct in him, when Spain makes 
It neceſſary for him to ſeek our Friendſhip ; 
and her Catholick Majeſty will then like- 
wiſe come to better Temper than ſhe is in at 
preſent ; becauſe, if we eſpouſe the Intereſt 
of the Duke, ſhe can have no Hopes of gra- 
tify ing any Views ſhe may have on the Crown 
of France for one of her Sons; and ſuch 
Views ſhe certainly will have, upon Failure 
of the Male Line of Louis XV. of which there 
is great Probability. Thus cur being free from 
any Obligation upon Account of the Treaty 
/ Utrecht, will bring France and Pain 10 
fo frand Candidates for our Friendſhip. | 
hut ſhould I happen to be miſtaken, and 
the Catholick Court thould be fo unjuſt to her- 
ſelf, as to refuſe Satisfaction to our Mer- 
chants, and future Security for our Trade, 
and, through an obſtinate Refuſal of 2285 
orce 
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force us into a War with her; ſhould the 
Cardinal conſult his own Eaſe ſo little, and 

tempt Fortune ſo much, as to enter into a 

War, the Event of which might perhaps 
tarniſh the Glory he has acquired, and light 

up Flames of an inteſtine one in his own 
Country; and ſhould the Duke of Orleans 

madly act againſt that Reputation which he 

univerſally bears, of a juſt, generous, and 
wiſe Prince, by joining his Intereſt againſt 
us to ſtrengthen his Competitors, which I 
ciunnot believe a Tittle of; I ſay, ſuppoſing all 
n this to happen, I believe you will allow I 
[0 have clearly enough ſhewn that we have even 
leſs to fear from fuch a War, than from a 
Peace with Spain; 3 as the Spaniards now ob- 
| ſerve it with us. We have ſtill Means in 
„our Hands to correct the Indiſcretion of 
France, and tame the haughty Wantonneſs 
of Spain; and when our Miniſters pleaſe ts 
| exert themſelves in Defence of their Country, 
| , as no doubt they will, with the ſame Magna- 
: 4-0 0 nimity, and the ame Talents which they have 
: fo long diſplayed in Defence of themſelves from 
more formidable Adverſaries than either 
French or Spaniards, we may reaſonably _ 
promiſe ourſelves Succeſs. To ſecond fo _ 
glorious an Undertaking in them, we have 
ſtill the ſame Courage, the fame Britiſh 
Blood 1 in our r Veins, and the — Love for 
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Liberty and dur Country, with which we 
fought at Lu Hague. And, what is ſtill more, 


we have in ſo juſt a Cauſe the ſame Provi- 
dence to protect Britain, that never yet 
quite abanc >n'd her; no, not even when 
ſhe LOA. molt to have abandoned her- 
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